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As we come together this Christmas 

among family and friends to share 

the Christmas message of peace, 

hope and good will, let us 

remember the hundreds and 

thousands of desperate people who 

have had to escape their homeland 

because of war and persecution at 

this time of year. 

Their stories are not stories shared 

around a family dinner.  The horror 

of war and persecution shut their 

minds to such things. 

They leave behind all that is precious 

to them when fleeing their country 

— we celebrate the exchange of 

presents and gifts among loved ones. 

They leave behind their capacity to 

earn a living – we look forward to 

getting our holiday loading for the 

year. 

They witness the torture and killings 

of family members and friends — we 

look forward to embracing family 

and friends in the spirit of Christmas. 

They go hungry for the sake of their 

children – we are blessed to share a 

Christmas banquet with our children. 

They travel for days and weeks and 

months in dangerous lands and 

waters to escape their persecutors — 

we travel by car or plane to reach a 

holiday destination over Christmas. 

They are stripped of their identity — 

we rejoice in being Australian and 

living in peace and harmony. 

They cry out to God to save them —  

we pray to God in thanks for the 

blessings that have been given us. 

They lose hope in humanity — we 

find hope in the Christmas message. 

The message is quite simple. Let us 

not forget the blessings that we have 

been given and the pain that is being 

suffered by our refugee brothers and 

sisters worldwide and on our shores.  

Let us accompany, serve and plead 

the cause of our refugee brothers 

and sisters this Christmas. 

On behalf of the Centre for 

Multicultural Pastoral Care, I wish 

you and happy and Holy Christmas. 

Clyde Cosentino 

(Director) 

Let us accompany, serve and plead the cause 

of our refugee brothers and sisters 

this Christmas. 

EFFORTLESSLY INTERCULTURAL 
Saturday night’s celebration (24 November) marking the 

culmination of the Year of Youth was a wonderful and effortlessly 

intercultural gathering organised by the Youth Evangelisation 

Office. 

 

Youth Evangelisation Office operates from the Archdiocese of 

Brisbane’s Evangelisation Brisbane, the same archdiocesan 

agency from where the Centre for Multicultural Pastoral Care 

operates. 

 

Close to 450 young people representing parish and cultural 

youth groups gathered on this night to enjoy music, dance, food, 

inspiring talks and group reflections.  Congratulations, well done! 
Photo taken from Archbishop Mark Coleridge’s 

Facebook post of 24 November 2018. 

Newly-arrived?  Visiting?  Simply missing home?  This issue comes with the Christmas Mass Times 

of Cultural Communities in languages other than English.  For updates, go to www.multiculturalcare.org.au 

Have a meaningful Christmas! 

http://multiculturalcare.org.au/
http://www.multiculturalcare.org.au/
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October 14, 2018, the day when the sanctity of 
Archbishop Oscar Arnulfo Romero was 
“officially recognized”, was a historic day of affirmation:  
that Monseñor Romero is neither a dead memory that 
belongs to the nostalgic past, nor a heroic figure typified 
in movies or cartoons.  By the opposite, Monseñor 
Romero is honoured by the people of his country out of 
love, respect and admiration; his memory a sign of 
resurrection and life. 

For Monseñor Romero, being holy is being a public 
guide on how to live Jesus' style of life in very concrete 
ways.  Because of how he lived his life, Monseñor 
Romero brings us closer to Jesus and shows us how to 
follow in his footsteps so that we can become authentic 
Christians in our current world -- a world where there is 
violence and thirst for power and excessive wealth, a 
world where there is total disregard for consequences 
that affect the human person who is our brother or 
sister. 

We live in a society in need of examples like San 
Romero who compels us to reject an environment that 
perceives marginalization, abuse of others and absence of 
God as "normal".  San Romero de America shows us, 
through his teachings and his testimony of life, the way 
of a true Christian.  San Romero tells us today, ‘if you 
want to be Christian, you must change’.  He calls us to 
live the kind of ‘holiness’ that is not exclusive or remote 
from the world of human beings, but within reach of all. 

San Romero encourages us to imitate his life, to be 
immersed with the poor, to be human, so that as 
Christians we can get closer to God and Salvation and 
be transformed into sensitive men and women who are 
drawn towards helping those around us.  By imitating 
his life, we make room for everyone in our lives, we 

become passionate for the good and happiness of others 
particularly the poor, marginalized, persecuted and 
rejected by our consumerist and materialist societies. 

For San Romero, holiness is not a matter of canons and 
meticulous conditions prescribed by the ecclesiastical 
curia and legislations.  Rather, his way of life shows us 
the way to be human, to live in accordance with our 
nature.  San Romero was a human person who 
sanctified, not the sacred things, but his people.  And in 
turn, his people sanctified him. 

(Continued on page 7) 

Saint Óscar Arnulfo Romero y Galdámez was known for his 

work with the poor and marginalised when he was 

Archbishop of San Salvador diocese in El Salvador.  He 

was known for speaking out against the disappearances, 

tortures, murders and injustices during the early years of 

the Salvadoran civil war.  Shot while celebrating Mass at a 

small chapel at Hospital de la Divina Providencia on 24 

March 1980, Romero was one among an estimated 

75,000 killed in El Salvador between 1980 and 1992. 

 

On 14 October, Saint Romero and six other new saints 

were canonised by Pope Francis.  What is the relevance of 

Saint Romero’s canonisation in the faith and life of a 

culturally diverse Archdiocese of Brisbane?  Migrant and 

refugee advocate Jose Zepeda who migrated as a refugee 

from El Salvador in the ‘80s shares his thoughts below. 
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Above: Mural with the image of Monsignor Óscar Arnulfo Romero, located 

in the Historical Building of the Faculty of Jurisprudence and Social 

Sciences of the University of El Salvador. (Source: Wikimedia Commons 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mural_Oscar_Romero_UES.jpg 

A Witness to the Resurrection of Jesus 
Archbishop Romero, Universal Saint: 

“We, Australian Christians, are called to imitate 

the universal San Romero de America by meeting 

the specific needs of the poor whom he calls ‘the 

living testimony of commitment’ particularly 

during the coming Christmas season.” 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mural_Oscar_Romero_UES.jpg
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On 14 October, Saint Romero was 

canonized by Pope Francis together 

with six other new saints.  Saint 

Romero’s canonisation was celebrated 

by Salvadorians, Latin Americans and 

supporters worldwide. 

 

In the Archdiocese of Brisbane, around 

80 people (from countries of origin 

such as Chile, Argentina Uruguay, 

Guatemala, Venezuela and Australia) 

gathered at the Holy Spirit Parish Hall 

in New Farm in the afternoon of 

October 14 to watch the televised 

canonisation in Rome and be part of 

the global prayer and rejoicing.  The 

gathering which ran from 5:30pm to 

8pm included reflections on Saint 

Romero’s homilies, songs and a 

sharing of light meals.  The gathering 

was organised by Monsignor Oscar 

Romero Committee.  Below, Latin 

American Community member Marina 

Castellanos who migrated from El 

Salvador in the ‘80s shares her 

personal reflection on behalf of the 

Committee. 

Latin American Community Brisbane Celebrates Canonisation  

As it is known, Archbishop Oscar Romero was 
assassinated on 24th of March 1980 while he celebrated 
the Eucharist at the hospital chapel of La Divina 
Providencia in San Salvador city, El Salvador. 
 
The event evoked a lot of joy and very emotional 
moments for the attendees, particularly when Pope 
Francisco declared Monsignor Oscar Arnulfo Romero a 
saint, along with six others.  It is only now that Saint 
Oscar Romero is elevated to the altars, but for the 
Salvadorean people he was their Saint from the time he 
was killed.  
 
Saint Oscar Romero symbolized for the whole church 
the authentic pastor who gave his life for his sheep.  He 
followed Jesus’ steps during his short three years as 
Archbishop.  His homilies and teachings during the civil 

war in El Salvador were always in defence of the dignity 
and human rights of the most marginalized and poorest 
of the country.  His only sword to defend his people was 
the Gospel which he lived with fidelity and practiced in 
his pastoral work.  
 
Saint Romero’s legacy as a martyr of the universal 
church can be seen as an example and hope for change 
and conversion of evil structures of oppression and 
violations of human rights experienced in so many 
countries and cultures in this world.  He was and he will 
continue to be a hindrance to those who choose to 
condone injustice or remain bystanders to people’s 
suffering.  Fortunately, for many Christians Saint Oscar 
Romero of America will continue to inspire their 
Christian praxis. 

Marina Castellanos 



- 4 - 

About 50 adults and children from the 

South Sudanese Community gathered 

for an end-of-year retreat on Sunday, 

4 November at St John Fisher’s Parish 

in Tarragindi. 

 

The retreat was facilitated by Cross 

Cultural Pastoral Minister Sr Odete 

Moreira fdcc.  The gathering ran from 

10am to 3:30pm and included 

sharing of meals and concluded with 

Mass celebrated by South Sudaese 

Chaplain, Fr Stephen Kumyangi. 

 

Sr Odete started ministry with the 

South Sudanese in July this year.  Her 

work with the community includes 

facilitating retreats and prayer 

gatherings, home visitations and 

running children’s liturgy every 

Sunday.  Sr Odete is also the 

Community Pastoral Minister for the 

Timor Leste Community.  Photo 

supplied by Sr Odete.  More on CMPC 

Facebook page. 

South Sudanese Community Retreat  

Snapshots : Diversity in the Archdiocese 

Mass at Cathedral to Mark Feast Day of St Bakhita - 8 February 2019 

February 8 is the Feast day of St Bakhita.  St Josephine Bakhita was born around 1869 in 

Darfur in western Sudan.  She was abducted by Arab slave traders when she was about 7 - 9 

years old and was sold many times. 

 

In 2015, Pope Francis declared February 8 of each year as the International Day of 

Prayer and Awareness Against Human Trafficking.  It is a day on which all are invited to pray 

for victims of human trafficking and the continued protection and promotion of survivors. 

 

The Queensland Chapter of the Australian Catholic Religious against Trafficking in Humans 

(ACRATH) will host a Mass to mark this day.  All are welcome to join in the Mass to be led by 

Archbishop Mark Coleridge on Friday, 8 February 2019, 7:30pm at the Cathedral of St 

Stephen in Brisbane.  There will be light refreshments after Mass. 

Indonesian Catholic Family  Fundraising for Palu 

On 21 October, the Indonesian 

Catholic Family and their Chaplain, Fr 

Martinus Situmorang organised a  

prayer-fundraising event at St Ita's 

Parish in Dutton Park.  Around 200 

people attended the gathering which 

began with rosary followed by Mass. 

The sale of Indonesian and Asian food 

after Mass enabled the Community to 

raise more than $6000.  This will be 

sent to to Palu-Sulawesi to support 

earthquake and tsunami survivors. 

[Photo supplied by Fr Martinus.]  More 

on CMPC Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/multiculturalpastoralcare/photos/?tab=album&album_id=2704124153145316
https://www.facebook.com/pg/multiculturalpastoralcare/photos/?tab=album&album_id=2704124153145316
https://www.facebook.com/pg/multiculturalpastoralcare/photos/?tab=album&album_id=2690927961131602
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There is much activity in the Timor Leste 

Community in Brisbane.  Their most recent 

gathering was a retreat facilitated by Cross 

Cultural Pastoral Minister Sr Odete Moreira 

ssps.  This retreat was held at St Joseph's 

College (Chapel Hall) on Saturday 10 

November.  It ran from 10am to 4pm and 

included prayer & reflection, Mass, a sharing 

of meal, songs, and friendship.  Mass was 

celebrated by Fr Januario Pinto OCarm who 

is also Associate Pastor at Coorparoo Mt 

Carmel Parish. 

 

The Community also recently finished 

building their own shrine at Marian Valley’s Shrine of Our Lady Help of 

Christians.  The Timor Leste’s Our Lady of Aitara shrine located near the shrines 

of the Filipino and Indonesian communities was blessed on 21 October.  

Congratulations to the Community and our gratitude to Sr Odete and community 

members for these photos.  More on CMPC Facebook page. 

Timor Leste Community Retreat 

Latin American Community   

Snapshots : Diversity in the Archdiocese 

Two festivities are lined up before the start 

of Christmas celebrations within the Latin 

American Catholic Community in Brisbane. 

 

On 9 December the Community will 

celebrate the annual Feast of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe, the Community’s patron saint 

(Feast Day December 12).  On this day, there 

will be Mass at St Finbarr’s Church at 

11:30am followed by Latin American festival 

of food, music and dance. 

On 2 December, the Community celebrates 

the Feast of San Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin 

the Community’s second patron (Feast Day 

December 9).  On this day, there will be 

Mass at St Finbarr’s Church at 11:30am 

followed by fellowship.  Saint Juan Diego was 

canonized by Pope John Paul II in 2002. 

 

St Finbarr’s Church is on 202 Waterworks 

Road, Ashgrove. 

COMMUNITY CHAPLAINS ENGAGE IN  

PLENARY COUNCIL LISTENING & 

DIALOGUE SESSION 

Troy Tornabene, Project and Admin 

Support Team Leader of Evangelisation 

Brisbane, facilitates a  Plenary Council 

Listening & Dialogue Session with some of 

the Community Chaplains in the 

Archdiocese.  The Community Chaplains 

broke into groups to discuss and explore 

issues.  They were also able to submit 

responses to the Plenary Council question: 

What do you think God is asking of us in 

Australia at this time?  

https://www.facebook.com/pg/multiculturalpastoralcare/photos/?tab=album&album_id=2706987816192283


- 6 - 

Pope shifts World Day of Migrants and Refugees to September 

Garry Page, Chief Executive 
Officer of Ethnic Communities 
Council of Queensland (ECCQ) 
referring to the Report says, ‘skills 
recognition has long been the major 
barrier to meaningful employment’.  
Mr Page describes meaningful 
employment as ‘a job that utilises a 
person’s earned qualifications, skills, 
experience and/or unique 
perspective’.  He believes that 
meaningful employment ‘is one of 
the best ways to integrate, 
participate and confidently settle in 
a new country’. 
 
In his 2018 message (Welcoming, 
Protecting, Promoting and 
Integrating Migrants and Refugees) 
Pope Francis explains the third 
action word ‘promoting’ as “a 
determined effort to ensure that all 
migrants and refugees – as well as 
the communities which welcome them 
– are empowered to achieve their 
potential as human beings, in all the 
dimensions which constitute the 
humanity intended by the Creator”.  
Pope Francis adds, “many migrants 
and refugees have abilities which 
must be appropriately recognised 

and valued”. 

When the migrant — the stranger, 
the other — feels empowered 
enough to ask for more than 

welcome, how do we respond? 

Percy Pamo Lawrence 

[Sources: Seizing the opportunity: Making the 
most of the skills and experience of migrants 
and refugees  http://www.edq.qld.gov.au/
multicultural-affairs/programs-and-
initiatives/migrant-skills.html and ECCQ 
Media Release 8/11/18] 

Overcoming Barriers to 
Meaningful Employment …. 

(Continued from page 8) 

Pope Francis has shifted the Catholic 

Church’s annual World Day of 

Migrants and Refugees from January 

to September, the Holy See 

spokesman, Greg Burke said in a 

November 20 statement.  

“At the request of various Bishops’ 

Conferences, the Holy Father has 

moved the World Day of Migrants and 

Refugees to the last Sunday of 

September,” the statement read. 

“Thus, the next World Day of Migrants 

and Refugees, the 105th , will be 

celebrated on Sunday 29 September 

2019.”  “As usual, the text of the Holy 

Father’s Message will be released 

some months before the World Day,” 

Burke added. 

The origins of the World Day of 

Migrants and Refugees can be traced 

to 1914, a few months before the 

outbreak of World War I.  Touched by 

the drama of millions of Italians who 

had migrated abroad since the 

beginning of the 20th century, Pope 

Pius X called on all Christians to pray 

for migrants.  A few months later, his 

successor Pope Benedict XV instituted 

the Day of the Migrant to support 

spiritually and economically the 

pastoral work for Italian emigrants.   

In 1952, Migrant Day took on a 

broader and more international 

connotation and the particular 

Churches were called upon to choose 

a date to celebrate the day during the 

liturgical year.  St. John Paul II was the 

first pontiff who, since 1985, has 

issued a message each year drawing 

attention to some of the specific 

realities and difficulties of people on 

the move, calling the Church to action. 

In 2004, the Pontifical Council for the 

Pastoral Care of Migrants and 

Itinerant People extended the day to 

refugees calling it the World Day of 

Migrants and Refugees. 

At the behest of St. John Paul II, since 

2005, the World Day of Migrants and 

Refugees has been celebrated by the 

Universal Church on the 2nd Sunday 

after the Epiphany. 

On the 104th World Day of Migrants 

and Refugees, January 14, 2018, 

Pope Francis announced the change 

in the date of celebration which will be 

the last Sunday of September. 

[Taken from Vatican News <https://

www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2018-11/

pope-francis-world-day-migrants-refugees-

september-press-office.html> 20/11/2018] 

 

 

What do you think God is asking of 

us in Australia at this time? 

 

Plenary Council 2020 invites all 

Australians (including those from 

other faiths and beliefs) to respond 

to the question: What do you think 

God is asking of us in Australia at 

this time? 

 

Everyone’s experience of faith and 

the Church is unique and it is 

important that the Plenary Council 

hear responses from as many 

people as possible. 

 

Dioceses across Australia are 

currently engaging in an ‘open and 

inclusive process of listening, 

dialogue and discernment’ in order 

to determine the best ways to move 

forward.  You may wish to be part of 

this process, or respond online: 
http://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/

resources/have-your-say/ 

PLENARY 2020 

Your voice matters 

“Promoting essentially 

means a determined effort 

to ensure that all migrants 

and refugees – as well as 

the communities which 

welcome them – are 

empowered to achieve 

their potential as human 

beings… Many migrants 

and refugees have abilities 

which must be 

appropriately recognised 

and valued.” 

- Pope Francis (2018) 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/migration/documents/papa-francesco_20170815_world-migrants-day-2018.pdf
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/migration/documents/papa-francesco_20170815_world-migrants-day-2018.pdf
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/migration/documents/papa-francesco_20170815_world-migrants-day-2018.pdf
https://eccq.cmail19.com/t/r-l-jtljlujl-ihlyjdjyik-yh/
https://eccq.cmail19.com/t/r-l-jtljlujl-ihlyjdjyik-yh/
https://eccq.cmail19.com/t/r-l-jtljlujl-ihlyjdjyik-yh/
http://www.edq.qld.gov.au/multicultural-affairs/programs-and-initiatives/migrant-skills.html
http://www.edq.qld.gov.au/multicultural-affairs/programs-and-initiatives/migrant-skills.html
http://www.edq.qld.gov.au/multicultural-affairs/programs-and-initiatives/migrant-skills.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2018-11/pope-francis-world-day-migrants-refugees-september-press-office.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2018-11/pope-francis-world-day-migrants-refugees-september-press-office.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2018-11/pope-francis-world-day-migrants-refugees-september-press-office.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2018-11/pope-francis-world-day-migrants-refugees-september-press-office.html
http://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/
http://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/resources/have-your-say/
http://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/resources/have-your-say/
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The Global Compact on Safe, Regular 

and Orderly Migration finalized in early 

2018 will be formally adopted by UN 

Member States at the  

Intergovernmental Conference to 

Adopt the Global Compact for Safe, 

Orderly and Regular Migration.  This 

conference will be held in Marrakesh, 

Morocco, on 10 and 11 December 

2018. 

 

This is the first time that Member 

States of the United Nations have 

come together to negotiate an 

agreement covering all dimensions of 

international migration in a holistic 

and comprehensive manner. 

 

The final version can be accessed on 
https://refugeesmigrants.un.org/sites/

default/files/180711_final_draft_0.pdf 

The Global Compact for Migration is 

the first ever agreement to cover all 

aspects of international migration.  

The Global Compact will: 

◦ Set clear objectives to make 

migration safe, orderly and regular 

◦ Address the concerns of the 

governments and reinforce national 

sovereignty 

◦ Recognise the vulnerabilities faceb 

by migratns 

◦ Recognise the many benefits that 

migrants bring to their host 

communities 

 

The global compact on migration is an 

opportunity to improve international 

cooperation on migration and will 

promote security, development and 

human rights. 

 

Facts Worldwide 2018: 

 

254 million migrants, 50 million are 

children 

out of ever 30 people is a migrant = 

48% of migrants are women 

 

More information https://youtu.be/

LL87BK5OSz8 

So it can be said that the memory of Archbishop 
Romero is not a memory of the past, or a dead memory.  
On the contrary, his memory is a sign of resurrection, of 
life. Therefore today, Romero is the saint whom we 
venerate and imitate as a source of transformation 
towards God.  With his canonization we are shown two 
memories – one is the official and institutional memory, 
because San Romero is officially recognized ‘Holy’, and 
the other is the local and universal memory, because San 
Romero is no longer ignored.  Some remember him with 
past memory of suffering and fear at the time when he 
was crucified with his people.  Others remember him in 
the present memory as the resurrected and living 
presence in our local and universal towns and places that 
are in need of human beings like him. 

Wherever we are living, even in lands like our Australia, 
San Romero is relevant to the life of Christians and 
people of other faiths.  If we imitate Romero, his 
holiness has meaning and relevance in our Life and 
Faith, not by words, but by the daily actions that 
proclaim us (with San Romero) as authentic disciples of 
Jesus.  

We, Australian Christians, are called to imitate the 
universal San Romero de America by meeting the 
specific needs of the poor whom he calls ‘the living 
testimony of commitment’ particularly during the 
coming Christmas season.  We are challenged and 
invited to a radical change in our lives -- the hierarchies 
of the church, priests, religious and lay people, young 
and old -- we are all called to conversion and coherence.  

We are challenged to serve with an authentic leadership, 
and call on those with authority to follow the path to 
salvation, the path of Jesus, the path of San Romero of 
America, universal Saint.  The Christmas lights and 
festivities tell us that Romero is alive; he remains a 
strong sign of transformation and life, and he continues 
to enlighten the lives of thousands of Christians. 

Have a Merry Christmas Australian Christians. 

Jose Zepeda 
International Coordinator, Always People 

A Witness to the Resurrection of Jesus (Continued from page 2) 2019 DATE CLAIMERS 

26 August (Sunday) 
*National Migrant and Refugee  Sunday 

*Archdiocesan Multicultural Mass 
2:30pm, Cathedral of St Stephen 

 
29 September (Sunday) 

105th World Day of Migrants and Refugees 
 

20 June (Tuesday) 
World Refugee Day 

 
18 December 

International Migrants Day 

Global Compact for Migration to be formally 
adopted at Morocco Conference 

https://refugeesmigrants.un.org/sites/default/files/180711_final_draft_0.pdf
https://refugeesmigrants.un.org/sites/default/files/180711_final_draft_0.pdf
https://youtu.be/LL87BK5OSz8
https://youtu.be/LL87BK5OSz8
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“Oh, she can spell…” 
 
Two women were checking my exam 
papers.  They weren’t aware I could 
hear them.  I was one of the 
applicants who took an entry 
examination for a short course in 
office administration; one of those 
employment initiatives by what was 
then called Department of Social 
Security. 
 
I was a newly arrived immigrant in 
Australia and had just moved to 
Brisbane after six  months of 
contrasting bliss and unemployment 
in Melbourne.  Paul Keating was 
Prime Minister, Australia was still in 
recession and Pauline Hanson was on 
the rise.  In Brisbane I found myself 
lining up to register for Newstart 
pension.  The experience of lining up 
will be another story.  One word 
describes it — ‘embarrassing’. 
 
‘So…’ I thought, after hearing the 
seemingly harmless comment, ‘what 
made them think I couldn’t spell?’. 
I suppose they weren’t aware that 
I have a tertiary degree, obtained 
from a non-English speaking country, 
but formally assessed as equivalent 
to a Bachelor’s Degree in Australia.  
I can spell.  What made them assume 
I can’t? 
 
I was the typical hopeful, grateful, 
happy migrant.  But after more than 
a year of job hunting, I badly 
needed to regain my confidence 
and dignity.  I needed the money, 
too.  So I decided to temporarily 
shift career and chose office 
administration. 
 
After the Course, I did a few months 
of temping through a recruitment 
agency (typing jobs here and there).  
But my confidence had dropped 
bottom low and was dragging it 
around as I continued looking for a 
permanent job.  Finally, another 
person from a non-English speaking 
background interviewed me and I 

gained part time and later full time 
employment — a result of prayer, 
persistence and luck, or whichever 
way one wants to look at it.  My 
confidence was restored.  I was able 
to send my 
daughter to 
school, put food 
on the table and 
keep a roof over 
our head.  I was 
fortunate.  I was 
grateful.  I had 
engaged in 
further studies 
since, however, 
progress remains 
on the horizon.   
 
We’ve all come 
across these 
seemingly trivial 
stories when meeting people from 
other countries of origin.  Lakshit was 
a Business Executive in his country of 
origin; in Australia he drives a bus.  
Abil was a doctor who now works in 
a hospital pushing trolleys.  Adela 
was a Teacher who now works at a 
Day Care Centre.  Some of us will 
assume they’re just one of those 
forever whinging 
migrants, 
because nothing 
else could be 
done.  They 
should just be 
grateful for 
having a paid 
job, right? 
 
Far from want of 
an ego boost, my 
purpose for 
telling this story is 
to validate, from real life 
experiences, the significance of a 
recent research report commissioned 
by Multicultural Affairs Queensland. 
 
The Deloitte Access Economics report, 
Seizing the Opportunity: Making the 
Most of the Skills and Experience of 
Migrants and Refugees found that: 

 
Over the last decade, about 80,000 
skilled migrants and refugees have 
settled in Queensland.  Only half 
(49%) of these people have secured 

employment that 
uses their skills 
and experience. 
 
This means that 
49 in every 100 
skilled migrants 
are not using 
their skills or 
experience 
gained before 
arriving.  Why?  
The Report says 
25% did not 
have their 
qualification 
recognised, 27% 

could not find a job suited to their 
qualifications and 14% cited their 
work experience was not recognised 
in Australia. 
 
There is a cost to under-recognition 
of overseas qualifications and skills.  
The Report lists the following 
negative impacts: 

- A total cost per 
annum of over 
$21.9 million 

- Per person 
annual costs of 
$4,332 for 
unemployed 
migrants and 
$3,236 for 
employed, but 
skills 
underutilised, 
migrants in 
Queensland 

 
The Report says that formal 
recognition of the skills, qualifications 
and experience of migrants and 
refugees will boost the Queensland 
economy — to the tune of about 
$250 million, over ten years. 
 

(Continued on page 6) 

Overcoming Barriers to Meaningful Employment 

[Image above taken from Seizing the 

Opportunity: Making the Most of the Skills and 

Experience of Migrants and Refugees.] 

“When the migrant — 

the stranger, the other — 

feels empowered 

enough to ask for 

more than welcome, 

how do we respond?” 

Afterthoughts... 

 

http://www.edq.qld.gov.au/resources/multicultural/programs-initiatives/deloitte/seizing-the-opportunity.pdf
http://www.edq.qld.gov.au/resources/multicultural/programs-initiatives/deloitte/seizing-the-opportunity.pdf
http://www.edq.qld.gov.au/resources/multicultural/programs-initiatives/deloitte/seizing-the-opportunity.pdf
http://www.edq.qld.gov.au/multicultural-affairs/programs-and-initiatives/migrant-skills.html
http://www.edq.qld.gov.au/multicultural-affairs/programs-and-initiatives/migrant-skills.html
http://www.edq.qld.gov.au/multicultural-affairs/programs-and-initiatives/migrant-skills.html
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African Community Logan 

 Woodridge 
St Paul’s Church - 3 St Paul's Drive, Woodridge 
Sunday 16 December, 1:00pm  (Mass in English) 
 
Cross Cultural Pastoral Minister:  Sr Rosa Vazzano fdcc 
 
Contact Woodridge Parish office 3808 4134 for more information. 

 
 
 

Chinese Community 

 Runcorn 
Sacred Heart Centre - 80 Nemies Road, Runcorn 
Monday 24 December 7:30pm (Family Mass in English; Christmas Carols before  Mass)  
Tuesday 25 December 10.30am (Mass in Cantonese, Mandarin and English)  
 
Chaplain:  Fr. Albert Chan, MSC 
 
 
 

Croatian Community 

 Salisbury 
Croatian Catholic Centre, 85 Henson Road 
Monday 24 December, 12 midnight 
Tuesday 25 December, 10:30 am 
 

 Gold Coast 
Croatian Sports Club, 181 Broadbeach-Nerang Road, Carrara (Gold Coast) 
Monday 24 December, 12 midnight 
Tuesday 25 December, 10:30 am 

 
Chaplain: Fr Davor Dominovic OFM 

 
 
 

Filipino Community 
 

 Simbang Gabi/Misa de Gallo  -  9-day Novena Masses in preparation for Christmas in various churches 

Saturday 15 Dec 7:45pm (7:15pm carols) Holy Spirit Church, 102 Sparkes St, Bray Park 
Sunday 16 Dec 6:00pm (5:30pm carols) St. Joseph & St. Anthony's Church, 30 Eldorado St, Bracken 

Ridge 
Monday 17 Dec 7:30pm (7pm carols) St. Flannan's Church, 194 Handford Rd, Zillmere 
Tuesday 18 Dec 7pm (6:30pm carols) St. Paschal's Church, 30 Warraba Ave, Wavell Heights 
Wednesday 19 Dec 7:30pm (7pm carols) St. Dympna's Church, 479 Robinson Rd, Aspley 
Thursday 20 December 7:30pm (7pm carols) St John the Baptist Church, 131 South Pine Rd, Enogerra 
Friday 21 Dec 7:30pm (7pm carols) Sacred Heart Church, 118 Brighton Rd, Sandgate 
Saturday 22 December 6:00pm (5:30pm carols) St. John’s Church, 688 Nudgee Rd, Northgate 
Saturday 23 Dec 7:00pm (6:30pm carols) St. Flannan's Church, 194 Handford Rd, Zillmere 

 

Note:  For updates, contact the parish where Mass is held.  All Masses are in English. 

More Simbang Gabi held in parishes, please scroll further down below ‘Parish-based Simbang Gabi‘  
 
 
 

 Indonesian Community 

 Dutton Park 
St Ita’s Church, 247 Gladstone Road, Dutton Park 
Monday 24 December, 7:30 pm 
Tuesday 25 December, 10:30 am 
 
Chaplain: Fr. Martinus Situmorang, OFM Cap 
 
 

(Continued on page 2) 

A useful guide for visiting families and friends, the newly arrived 
and those who are simply missing home. 

http://www.bne.catholic.net.au/asp/index.asp?pgid=11612
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/parish/our-lady-of-lourdes-sunnybank/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/mass-services-lote/mass-centre-lote/croatian/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/mass-services-lote/mass-centre-lote/croatian/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/parish/holy-spirit-pine-rivers/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/mass-centre/st-joseph-st-anthony-church-bracken-ridge/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/mass-centre/st-joseph-st-anthony-church-bracken-ridge/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/mass-centre/st-flannans-church-zillmere/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/parish/our-lady-of-the-angels-chermside/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/parish/our-lady-st-dympnas-aspley/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/parish/sandgate-brighton-parish-sandgate-brighton/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/mass-centre/st-flannans-church-zillmere/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/mass-centre/st-itas-church-dutton-park/
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Italian Community 

 New Farm (3358 3744) 
Holy Spirit Church - 16 Villiers Street, New Farm 
Tuesday 25 December, 8:15am 
 

 Carina (3398 2977) 
Our Lady of Graces Church - 100 Mayfield Road, Carina 
Tuesday 25 December, 10:30am 
 

 Clear Island Waters (5572 5433) 
Sacred Heart Church - 50 Fairway Drive, Clear Island Waters 
Tuesday 25 December, 4:00pm 
 

 Lutwyche (3357 5793) 
Holy Cross Church - 28 Chalk St, Lutwyche 
Tuesday 25 December, 8:00am 

 
Chaplain:  Fr Angelo Cagna CS 
 

 Petrie Terrace (3358 3744)   
St Thomas More Church - 111 Hale  St, Petrie Terrace 
Tuesday 25 December, 8:30am (Mass Celebrant: Fr James Spence) 

 
 
 

Korean Community (Brisbane and Gold Coast) 

  Jubilee 
 Sacred Heart Church - 358 Given Terrace, Paddington 
 Sunday 23 December, 10:00am 

 Monday 24 December, 9:30pm 
Tuesday 25 December, 11:00am 

 Sunday 30 December, 10:00am 
 Tuesday 1 January, 10:00am 
 

 Southport 
 Guardian Angel’s Church – 99 Scarborough Street, Southport 
 Sunday 23 December, 5:00pm 
 Tuesday 25 December, 5:00pm 
 Sunday 30 December, 5pm 
 Tuesday 1 January, 5:00pm 
 
 Chaplain:  Fr Paul Seong Kil Lee 

 
 

Latin American Community 

 New Farm 
Holy Spirit Church - 16 Villiers Street, New Farm 
Monday 24 December, 8:30pm (Christmas Vigil) 

 Jubilee 
St Finbarr's Church, 202 Waterworks Road, Ashgrove 
Sunday 2 December — Community Posadas after 11:30 Mass 

 16 - 24 December - Las Posadas (novena) celebrated in different houses 
 Friday 21 December, 7:00pm - Las Posadas (novena at Holy Spirit Church, New Farm) 
 Friday 24 December - Las Posadas (novena at own home) 
 (Anyone interested in attending, please call Melissa on 3369 2000 Tue, Wed & Thu, 9am-3pm) 

 
Chaplain:  Fr. Ignacio ‘Nacho’ Gutierrez CS 

 
 

 

(Continued on page 3) 

http://www.bne.catholic.net.au/asp/index.asp?pgid=11582
http://www.bne.catholic.net.au/asp/index.asp?pgid=11531
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/mass-centre/sacred-heart-church-clear-island-waters/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/parish/lutwyche-parish-lutwyche/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/mass-centre/st-thomas-more-church-petrie-terrace/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/mass-centre/sacred-heart-church-rosalie/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/parish/mary-immaculate-southport/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/parish/mary-immaculate-southport/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/parish/holy-spirit-new-farm/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/mass-centre/st-finbarrs-church-ashgrove/
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Maronite Community 

 Greenslopes 
St Maroun's Church - 29 Bunya St, Greenslopes 
Monday 24 December, 11:00pm 
Tuesday 25 December, 10.00am 
Wednesday  26 December, 7:00pm 

Parish Priest:  Fr. Fadi Salame 

 
 
Melkite Community 

 South Brisbane 
St Clement’s Church - 74 Ernest St, South Brisbane 
Tuesday 11 December, 12:00nnm (Christmas Ladies Committee Lunch) 
Saturday 15 December, 3:00pm - 6:00pm (Christmas Kids Day) 
Monday 24 December, 7:00pm (Christmas Eve) 
Tuesday 25 December, 10.00am (Christmas Day) 

Parish Priest:  Fr. Francis Elie 
  
 

Polish Community 

 Bowen Hills 
Our Lady of Victories Church - 1 Roche Avenue, Bowen Hills 
23 December - no Mass in Polish. 7pm – Dutch Mass 
24 December - 8:00am (English), 10:00am (Polish) 
25 December - Midnight Mass (Polish-English), 8am (English), 10am (Polish) 
26 December 8am (English), 10am (Polish) 
30 December - 6pm (Polish-English) followed by multi language Carols by candlelight 
31 December - 8am (English), 10am (Polish) 
1 January (New Year) - 8am (English), 10am (Polish) 

 Clear Island Waters (Gold Coast) 
Sacred Heart Church - 50 Fairway Drive, Clear Island Waters 
Tuesday 25 December, 12.00nn  
 
Parish Priest/Chaplain: Fr Fr Grzegorz Gawel SChr 

 
 

Sri Lankan Community 

 Coorparoo Heights (Camp Hill) 
St John Fisher’s  - 81 Waverley Road, Camp Hill 
Sunday 16 December, 6:00pm (Mass in Tamil, Carols and exchange of gifts)  
 

 

South Sudanese Community 

 Tarragindi 
St John Fisher’s  - 17 Messines Ridge Road, Tarragindi 
Tuesday 25 December, 11:00am (Mass Celebrant: Archbishop Mark Coleridge) 

 Tuesday 1 January, 11:00am 
 
Chaplain:  Fr Stephen Kumyangi 
 
 

Syro Malabar Community 

 Northgate 
St John’s Church - 688 Nudgee Road, Northgate 
Monday 24 December, 9:00pm 

 Nerang 
St Brigid’s Church - 39-49 McLaren Road, Nerang 
Monday 24 December, 4.00pm 

 Buderim 
St Mary’s Church - 24 King Street, Buderim 
Tuesday 25 December, 10:00am 
 
Parish Priests:  Fr Abraham Kazhunadiyil; Fr Varghese Vavolil 
 
 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 4) 

http://www.bne.catholic.net.au/asp/index.asp?pgid=11553
http://www.bne.catholic.net.au/asp/index.asp?pgid=11598
http://www.bne.catholic.net.au/asp/index.asp?pgid=11518
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/mass-centre/sacred-heart-church-clear-island-waters/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/parish/regina-caeli-coorparoo-heights/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/mass-centre/st-john-fisher-church-tarragindi/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/mass-centre/st-johns-church-northgate/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/mass-centre/st-brigids-church-nerang/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/mass-centre/st-marys-church-buderim/
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A service of the Centre for Multicultural Pastoral Care, Archdiocese of Brisbane. 

For more information contact CMPC on 3324 3451 or cmpc@bne.catholic.net.au 

www.multiculturalcare.org.au 

Timor Leste Community 

 Brisbane 
St Joseph’s’ College (Chapel) - 285 Gregory Tce, Brisbane 
Saturday, 15 December, 11:00am (Mass in Tetum) 
 
Cross Cultural Pastoral Minister:  Sr Odete Moreira FDCC 

  

 
Ukrainian Community 

 Woolloongabba 
Protection of Our Lady Church – 36 Broadway Street, Woolloongabba 
Saturday 6 January Christmas Eve  - Julian (Old) Calendar 

9.30am Holy Liturgy.  Before Holy Liturgy 
6.00pm Compline of Christmas and Lytia 

Sunday 7 January The Nativity of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ – Old calendar 
9.30am Christmas Holy Liturgy w ill be offered for our families, our Church and our nation  

 
Parish Priest:  Fr. Stefan Sapun 

 
 

Vietnamese Catholic Community 

 Inala 
Vietnamese Catholic Community Centre – 42 Lilac St, Inala 
Monday 24 December, 7:00pm (Christmas Eve carols and Mass) 
Tuesday 25 December, 6:00pm (Christmas Day) 
 
St Mark's Church - Cnr Lilac St and Eucalypt St, Inala (3372 5658) 
Tuesday 25 December, 7:30am (Christmas Day) 

 
Chaplain: Fr Joseph Vu SVD  
 
 

Parish-based ‘Simbang Gabi’ (Dawn Mass) [9-day Novena Masses in preparation for Christmas] 

 

16 to 24 December, 4:30am Our Lady of Fatima Church, 350 Mortimer Rd, Acacia Ridge 

 

16 - 24 December 5:30am Holy Spirit Church, 16 Villiers St New Farm (3358 3744) 
Sunday, 24 December 5:30am Holy Spirit Church, 16 Villiers St New Farm (Most Rev Mark Coleridge) 
 
15 - 23 December 5:00am  
Our Lady of the Southern Cross Church, 58 Opperman Drive, Springfield Lakes (3324 3900) 
 
15 - 23 December (weekdays 7pm; weekends 6pm) 
St James’ Church, 165 Old Cleveland Road, Coorparoo (3397 1671) 
More details here. 
 
16 - 23 December St Edward the Confessor Church, 104 Chatswood Road, Daisy Hill. 
See schedule here. 

(Continued from page 3) 

http://www.multiculturalcare.org.au/asp/index.asp?pgid=11663
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/mass-centre/st-johns-church-northgate/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/parish/protection-of-the-mother-of-god-woolloongabba/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/parish/st-marks-inala/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/mass-centre/our-lady-of-fatima-church-acacia-ridge/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/mass-centre/holy-spirit-church-new-farm/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/mass-centre/holy-spirit-church-new-farm/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/parish/our-lady-of-the-southern-cross-springfield/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/parish/st-james-coorparoo/
http://multiculturalcare.org.au/assets/uploads/st-james-simbang-gabi-2018.pdf
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/mass-centre/st-edward-the-confessor-church-daisy-hill/
http://multiculturalcare.org.au/assets/uploads/simbang-gabi-daisy-hill.jpg
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