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The Archdiocesan Multicultural Mass 

was again celebrated on Sunday, 25 

August at the Cathedral of St Stephen 

in Brisbane. 

The Multicultural Mass was the 

culmination of celebrations for the 

Migrant and Refugee Week in the 

Australian Catholic Bishops 

Conference (ACBC) calendar.  

This year the Multicultural Mass was 

celebrated by Bishop Ken Howell and 

concelebrated by Cultural 

Community Chaplains and Eastern 

Catholic Rites clergy. 

The Mass was truly a wonderful 

liturgical celebration and lived up to 

its colour, music and worship. Some 

1200 people from many cultural 

Catholic communities across the 

Archdiocese attended in their 

traditional costumes.  The ten 

individual cultural choirs reflected the 

reality of our culturally diverse 

church, particularly in our 

archdiocese. 

From experience, the scale of this 

Mass cannot happen unless there are 

scores of volunteers from various 

cultural communities working in 

tandem with their cultural 

representatives/leaders and their 

chaplains with whom we, in turn, 

coordinate at planning meetings. 

These are the people who work 

behind the scenes – volunteers from 

various cultural communities who 

assisted in managing traffic as cars 

enter the Cathedral carpark, those 

who helped arrange seating for choirs 

and readers, those who distributed 

Mass booklets, those who assisted in 

Mass collection, the communities that 

donated food, those who 

coordinated the distribution of food 

donations from various cultural 

communities, the food ‘runners’ and 

‘servers’, the tea/coffee/juice/drink 

servers, and particularly, those who 

assisted in tidying up the Cathedral 

grounds after all the celebrations 

have finished. 

A big thank you to the choirs who 

prepared and practiced in the months 

leading up to Multicultural Mass.  

The smorgasbord of worship music is 

something to behold. 

I would like to thank Bishop Ken 

Howell, Fr Odinaka Nwadike, Fr 

Anthony Mellor, Fr David Pascoe and 

the clergy who celebrated the Mass. 

Finally, I’d like to sincerely thank 

Percy for the many months of 

organising the many, many parts that 

are needed to bring together this 

massive liturgical gathering. 

It was another day to remember. 

Clyde Cosentino (Director) 

Centre for Multicultural Pastoral Care  

[See related article on pages 2 & 3] 

What’s Up? is a newsletter of the Centre for Multicultural Pastoral Care. It provides A GLIMPSE of recent, current and 
forthcoming events in multicultural and cross cultural pastoral care in the Archdiocese of 
Brisbane and beyond.   P: (07) 3324 3451 | E: cmpc@bne.catholic.net.au 
www.multiculturalcare.org.au 

A Big Thank You 

Archdiocesan Multicultural Mass 2019 

“Thank you for the richness 

and diversity you bring to 

our lives and our Church.  

Thank you for bringing 

before our eyes the vast 

reality of the People of God 

across the nations. Thank 

you for your energy and 

enthusiasm for the faith 

which energises us in this 

land and shows us all how 

to be faithful and faith-

filled.  We very much need 

you and all you bring.” 

Bishop Ken Howell DD   

Archdiocese of Brisbane   
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The annual archdiocesan Multicultural 

Mass held at the Cathedral of St 

Stephen in Brisbane on 25 August is a 

wonderful example of a tremendous 

spirit of cooperation present among 

various cultural communities in the 

Archdiocese. 

 

This spirit of goodwill is further 

reinforced by the genuine welcome 

provided by the Cathedral staff and 

precinct agencies involved. 

 

Bishop Ken Howell DD celebrated the 

Mass this year, along with 17  

concelebrants: Fr Martinus 

Situmorang OFM Cap (Indonesian 

community chaplain), Fr Ignacio 

Gutierrez CS (Latin American 

community chaplain and New Farm 

parish priest), Fr Albert Chan MSC 

(Chinese community chaplain), Fr 

Ammar Noor Alcasmousa (Syriac 

Catholic community chaplain), Fr Ladu 

Yanga (South Sudanese and Victoria 

Point parish priest), Fr Francis Belcina 

OSA (Filipino Mass celebrant and 

Coorparoo St James parish priest), Fr 

Joseph Vu SVD (Vietnamese 

community chaplain), Fr Saji 

Valiyaveetil (St Alphonsa Indian Syro 

Malabar parish priest), Fr Saldie 

Resolado OSA (Filipino Mass 

celebrant and Villanova College 

chaplain), Fr Damian Everitt (St 

Williams Grovely associate priest), Fr 

Paul Lee (Korean community 

chaplain), Fr Terrence Nueva (Filipino 

Mass celebrant and Acacia Ridge 

parish priest), Fr Stephen Kumangi 

(Sudanese and South Sudanese 

community chaplain), Fr Dang Nguyen 

OSA, Fr David Pascoe (St Peter 

Caboolture parish priest), Fr Elie 

Francis (Melkite community parish 

priest) and Fr Fadi Salame 

(Maronite community parish 

priest).  Fr Odinaka Nwadike 

(Cathedral of St Stephen associate 

pastor) was master of ceremonies. 

 

In the same spirit of cooperation, a 

number of parishes in the 

archdiocese also celebrated their own 

parish Multicultural Mass on this  

same ‘last Sunday of August’ OR any  

Sunday that best suited the parish 

calendar. 

 

In acknowledgement of the 

contributions of the various cultural 

communities involved, this is how 

Brisbane’s Cathedral did it this year: 

 

 

 

(Continued on page 3) 

Snapshots : Archdiocesan Multicultural Mass 2019 

Unity in Faith and Action  

Photos on right: The 

Samoan Community’s 

cultural faith expression 

of Penitential Rite was 

something new; a 

beautiful and sacred 

ritual to behold.  While 

Kyrie was being sung in 

Samoan, one of the 

Elders knelt at the foot of 

the sanctuary.  Two 

women placed a Samoan 

traditional fine mat right 

over the Elder.  This 

symbolises the act of 

sorrowfulness and 

seeking God for 

forgiveness (individual, 

village, community, 

country, global forgiveness).  As 

the song ended, Bishop Ken 

removed the fine mat and gives 

a blessing symbolising that our 

sins have been forgiven. 

Acknowledgement of Country delivered by Clyde Cosentino (CMPC Director)  |  Entrance song and procession sung by 

all ten cultural community choirs  |  First Reading read in Croatian  |  Responsorial Psalm allocated to a Syriac Catholic 

representative who couldn’t make it on time, so a Cathedral parishioner delivered on her behalf  |  Second Reading 

read in Italian  |  Penitential Rite - Kyrie sung by the Samoan choir & representatives (Samoan ritual ‘Act of 

Sorrowfulness’)  |  Gloria sung by St Bakhita Choir (Sudanese & South Sudanese)  |  Gospel procession and hymn by 

the Burundi choir & reps  |  Gospel sung in English in Byzantine tradition by St Clement’s Melkite parish priest  |  

Prayers of the Faithful petitions read in the following languages: Spanish (Latin American), Vietnamese, Tetun (Timor 

Leste), Burmese, English (Australian), Maltese, Portuguese (Brazilian)  |  Procession of the Gifts by St Maroun’s 

Maronite parish reps  |  Collection of Mass offerings by Fijian, Chinese, Latin American, Indonesian, Brazilian, Burundi 

and Samoan representatives  |  Holy, Holy, Holy, Memorial Acclamation & Doxology sung by the Indonesian Catholic 

Family choir)  |  Lamb of God sung by the Korean Gloria choir  |  Communion Hymns sung by St Thomas (Indian) Syro 

Malabar Parish Choir, Filipino-Australian Catholic Community of Caboolture Choir  |  Recessional Hymn by the Latin 

American countries choir.  After Mass: Refreshments - huge thanks to various Communities 
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The celebrations after Mass was 

another example of multicultural unity 

in action: Francis Rush Centre’s Hanly 

Room became the drop off point for 

communities donating plates, platters 

and trays of finger food that were then  

distributed to food servers in the 

grassy area behind the cathedral.  The 

kitchen area of Mercy House on the 

right side of the Cathedral became 

busy stations for tea & coffee and 

juice & water.  Nearby stood ready two 

First Aid personnel.  Over on the other 

side of the Cathedral were 

two Police Officers having a 

cup of coffee and chat with 

Clyde yet ever prepared for 

any unexpected incident.  

 

While people enjoyed their 

food and catch-ups, song and 

dance performances were 

happening on the elevated 

grass area near the Old St 

Stephen’s chapel.  Cultural 

performances included songs 

by talented performers from 

the Colombian/Latin 

(Continued from page 2) 

(Continued on page 8) 

Archdiocesan Multicultural Mass 2019  :  Snapshots 

Photogallery More photos on CMPC Facebook and website 

A very colourful entrance procession.   

Gospel procession.  Children and 

adults participate in liturgical hymn 

and dance, ‘the Burundi way’. 

Above: Mass Celebrants.  [Photo credits: Yolla Chibly, St Clement’s Melkite Parish]  

Korean choir. 

Latin American countries choir. 

Prayers of the Faithful. 

https://www.facebook.com/multiculturalpastoralcare/
http://multiculturalcare.org.au/
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Around 130 clergy, religious and laity 

gathered at Rydges Southbank in Brisbane 

on 6 and 7 August for the 6th ACMRO 

National Conference. 

 

Focussing on the theme Missionary Clergy 

and Religious in Australia: Challenges and 

Opportunities, the conference put together 

speakers who shared information and 

experience in areas relating to the welcome, 

orientation and integration of clergy and 

religious ministering in Australia from 

overseas. 

 

Day one delved on the following topics/

titles: 

 “That Is Not How We Do It” - Engaging the 

Culture of the Other (Keynote - Fr Aniedi 

Okure OP, co-author of International 

Priests in America: Challenges and 

Opportunities 

 Multiculturalism in the Catholic Church in 

Australia (statistical data) - Dr Trudy 

Dantis, Director of the Australian Catholic 

Bishops Conference’s National Centre for Pastoral 

Research 

 Missiology and the Sense of Mission among Missionary 

Priests and Religious - Dr Meave Louise Heaney VDMF, 

Director of Australian Catholic University’s Xavier Centre 

for Theological Formation 

 Culture, Identity and Missionary Clergy and Religious: 

Your Contribution in Building a Multicultural Australian 

Church - Fr Noel Connolly SSC 

 

Following the same structure as Day 1, Day 2 addressed 

the following topics: 

 Contemporary Migration: The Opportunities Beyond the 

Challenges (Keynote - Fr  Fabio Baggio CS, Co Under-

secretary of the Dicastery for Integral Human 

Development’s Migrants and Refugees Section 

 Mental Health and Loneliness among Missionaries 

(Anthony Crook, psychologist and currently chaplain 

with the Royal Australian Navy (HMAS Kuttabul) 

 Parish and Intercultural Mission: Opportunities and 

Challenges (Fr Valentin Mendoza-Morales CS and team, 

St Therese Parish, Mascot NSW) 

 

On both days, all speakers addressed questions from the 

floor. Both days also allowed for more in-depth smaller 

group discussions in the afternoon which produced action 

statements for input in the Listening & Dialogue phase of  

Plenary Council 2020 process. 

 

Overall, it is hoped that the conference’s collective wisdom 

will lead to practical actions as to what can be done 

further in Australia and also prompt further research/

studies to be undertaken by national church bodies 

including the ACBC’s National Centre for Pastoral 

Research. 

 

From left, speakers Dr Trudy Dantis, Dr Mauve Heaney VDMF, Fr Noel Connolly 

SSC and Fr Aniedi Okure OP take questions from the floor. 

 

“There are different layers to orientation and acculturation – social, cultural, legal and ecclesial, and all are 

vital for a smooth transition of the missionary to the new context. “ 

- Fr Aniedi Okure OP (“That Is Not How We Do It” - Engaging the Culture of the Other) 

Snapshots : ACMRO Conference 

javascript:void(0);
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ACMRO Conference  :  Snapshots 

The Bishop Joe  Grech Memorial Colloquium on Ethics 

and Migration held on Monday, 5 August preceded the 

2-day conference.  The colloquium had as guests, 

Bishop Long Van Nguyen addressed the theme Those 

Who Build Walls End Up Being Prisoners of these 

Walls. 

 
Brisbane Archbishop Mark Coleridge was a familiar 

presence during the two days and at the colloquium.  

At the closing session, Archbishop Mark thanked all 

those involved in the conference — participants and 

organisers, whom he called as gifts. “….That mutual 

sharing of the gifts lies in the heart of the communion 

of the church,” the Archbishop said. 

 

Australian Catholic Migrant and Refugee Office 

(ACMRO) Director, Fr Maurizio Pettena cs assured 

participants that all reflections from the conference 

will be taken back to the Australian Catholic Bishops 

Commission (ACBC) where a program on welcoming 

and enabling clergy and religious ministering in 

Australia is currently being finalised. 

 

For a copy of conference speeches, visit 

www.acmro.catholic.org.au.  More photos are available 

on the Centre for Multicultural Pastoral Care (CMPC) 

website www.multiculturalcare.org.au 

    Percy Pamo Lawrence 

“We ourselves need to see, and then to enable others to see, that migrants and refugees do not only 

represent a problem to be solved, but are brothers and sisters to be welcomed, respected and loved. They 

are an occasion that Providence gives us to help build a more just society, a more perfect democracy, a 

more united country, a more fraternal world and a more open and evangelical Christian community.” 
- Fr Fabio Baggio CS Contemporary Migration: The Opportunities Beyond the Challenges.   

From left, speakers CHAP Anthony Crook, 

Fr Valentin Mendoza–Morales and parish team listen attentively. 

““There comes a point when we 

need to call Australia home.  If that 

doesn’t happen, then there will 

always be ‘them and us’, and we 

will always be ‘foreign’, ‘from 

overseas’.” 

Fr Maurizio Pettena CS 

ACMRO Director 

Canossians Sr Rosa agnd Sr Odette 

during Opening Prayer. 

Fr Maurizio presents keynote speakers Fr Fabio (left)  

and Fr Aniedi (right) Australian souvenir. 

Archbishop Mark at 

the Colloquium. 

https://www.acmro.catholic.org.au/about/contact-us
http://multiculturalcare.org.au/
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Updates : Centre for Multicultural Pastoral Care (CMPC) 

An invitation to participate 
As we enter the second phase of the 

plenary council process, ‘Listening 

and Discernment’, CMPC would like to 

say a huge thank you to all those that 

participated in the first phase, 

‘Listening and Dialogue’. The first 

phase gave us all a great insight into 

the hearts and minds of Catholics 

around Australia, with the Archdiocese 

of Brisbane submitting a total of 

2,269 responses, which was a 

culmination of 379 group responses 

and 1,890 individual responses. In 

fact, the highest 

number of 

individual 

responses were 

received from the 

Archdiocese of 

Brisbane.   

 

The final report, ‘Plenary Council 

Phase 1: Listening and Dialogue’, was 

released just over two weeks ago and 

we do encourage all those who 

participated and those who are 

intending on being involved in phase 

two, to have a read of this report. This 

report can be accessed via the 

Plenary Council website:  https://

plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/ - under 

the tab ‘resources’ – ‘reports’. If you 

do not have time to look at this report, 

we recommend reading the 

‘snapshots’ of each theme, this 

provides a summary of each theme 

and will help in preparation for the 

next phase. 

 

If you get the chance to read the final 

report or the snapshots, you will see 

that there are some very divided views 

as to what God is asking of us, as 

Catholics, at this time. Due to this, it 

seems both timely and appropriate for 

us to enter this second phase that 

focuses on communal discernment. In 

this ‘Listening and Discernment 

Phase’, we will use the process of 

spiritual conversation to discern the 

six themes (these themes can also be 

found on the website).  After 

discerning one of these six themes, 

those involved will need to arrive at 

some clear cut actions as to how we 

as a Catholic Church can fulfil God’s 

will at this time. These actions can 

then be submitted via the plenary 

website to be considered by the 

writing groups for the Plenary Council 

in 2020 (note: the submission form 

will open on the 1st of September via 

the website). 

All resources to assist you with this 

second phase can be accessed via 

the plenary website (link listed above), 

with the main guide for the process 

found under the tab ‘resources’ – 

‘tools’. This guide is also provided in 

12 different languages (note: only 

nine are available at the moment, 

three more languages are still to be 

added). The ownership is on you and 

your parish 

or cultural 

community 

to take this 

on and 

complete 

any or all six 

of the 

themes, one spiritual conversation at 

a time.  

 

We do understand however, that 

many of us have never participated in 

a spiritual conversation or 

discernment session. So, CMPC is 

offering a ‘train the trainers’ session 

for each cultural community! These 

training sessions will be run by myself 

and take approximately two and a half 

hours, where several members of your 

community will be trained in the 

process, so that you are able to run 

the sessions yourself and as many 

times as you like!  

 

If you are interested in having a ‘train 

the trainers’ session for your 

community, please contact myself 

(Jessica Laidler) via email: 

laidlerj@bne.catholic.edu.au or 

mobile: 0400 496 512.  

 

Whether you are an active cultural 

community with a chaplain or pastoral 

minister, or a smaller community that 

wants their voices heard, we want you 

to be a part of this process! This is an 

exciting time for our Church and our 

office is determined to ensure that the 

multicultural voice is heard, but of 

course, we need your help and 

participation to make this possible! If 

you have any questions, please do not 

hesitate to contact me through the 

details provided. 

 

Beyond the archdiocese 
It has been a busy few weeks here at 

the CMPC office, with not only the 

ACMRO conference (see article 

relating to ACMRO conference) and 

the Multicultural Mass, but also some 

other key multicultural and multi-faith 

events. There are two particular 

events to mention, the first, the 

Queensland Police Service (QPS) Multi

-Faith Dinner held on Thursday the 

15th of August, attended by CMPC 

director, Clyde Cosentino and myself, 

Research and Projects Officer. This 

event was hosted by the Queensland 

Police Commissioner and worked to 

not only celebrate our multi-faith 

Queensland but also connect those 

who work in the police service and 

those within the multi-faith 

community, promoting a cohesive and 

welcoming Queensland community. 

CMPC commends the QPS on their 

ongoing efforts to connect with the 

wider community.  

 

The second, the 2019 Multicultural 

Community Reception event, held at 

Brisbane Parliament House on 

Tuesday the 20th of August and 

hosted by the Honourable Annastacia 

Palaszczuk, Premier of Queensland 

and Minister of Trade. This event was 

a celebration of our multicultural 

Queensland, where the Premier spoke 

of her appreciation of all those 

involved in multicultural affairs and 

hoped the event was a way of 

connecting leaders from each 

community with parliamentarians. The 

Queensland Government has been 

incredibly vocal of their support of 

multiculturalism and continue to 

improve their services, furthermore, it 

is events like this that assist those 

apart of cultural communities to 

connect with parliamentarians to 

ensure that their voices are heard.   

 

There are several more upcoming 

events in which CMPC will attend to 

show solidarity with the wider 

community. We as an office feel 

incredibly privileged to represent the 

Archdiocese of Brisbane at all these 

events, which are great celebrations 

of our multi-faith and multicultural 

Queensland. 

Jessica Laidler 
Multicultural Projects & Research Officer 

Plenary Council Phase 2 Listening & Dialogue Train the Trainer Sessions - An Invitation 

Interested in having a ‘train the trainers’ 

session for your community?  Contact 

Jessica Laidler via email: 

laidlerj@bne.catholic.edu.au 

or mobile 0400 496 512. 

https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/
https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/
mailto:laidlerj@bne.catholic.edu.au
mailto:laidlerj@bne.catholic.edu.au
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On the Feast of the Holy Trinity in June, the Bakhita  

Community enjoyed a special celebration welcoming 

seven children who were baptised by Fr Stephen 

Kumyangi, Chaplain for the Sudanese and South 

Sudanese community. 

 

The baptisms took place at St John the Fisher Church at 

Tarragindi where the community gathers for their weekly 

Sunday Mass.  It was a joyful celebration and there were 

about 85 family, friends and community who took part in 

the event.  Everyone present had the chance to hold the 

new baby and offer his or her blessings and best wishes 

for a life of happiness, holiness, and faith. 

 

The community gathered for refreshments in the Hall after 

the ceremony to enjoy one another’s company, share a 

meal, and catching up with one another.  The Bakhita’s 

community were rejoicing because they now have seven 

new members who joined their community.  The Parents 

and Godparents have undertaken a few sessions in 

preparation for their child's baptism.  Thanks to the 

Parents and Godparents for their commitment and hard 

work in showing their responsibility by participating in the 

baptism preparation program. 

In June ,I also organised a Friendship soccer game for 

South Sudanese Youth, Timor Leste Youth and Young 

Adult Ministry.  This was held on 29 June at Roma Street 

Parkland.  The game was opened with a prayer and a 

ritual of sprinkling holy water upon the players.  It was a 

successful game.  The South Sudanese Youth group won 

1st prize, Timor Leste came second and Cathedral of St 

Stephen’s Young Adult Ministry (YAM) was third.  The 

soccer game was sponsored by the Centre for 

Multicultural Pastoral of Archdiocese of Brisbane.  Around 

50 people including parents, families and friends came to 

show their support to the players. The game concluded 

with a BBQ lunch and presentation of trophies. However, 

the aim of the occasion was to build friendship. 

Sr Odete Moreira FDCC (Cross Cultural Pastoral Minister) 

Centre for Multicultural Pastoral Care (CMPC) : Updates  

Wednesday, the 

15the of August, 

was the Chinese 

Catholic 

Community of 

Brisbane's turn to 

welcome the 

Cultural 

Community 

Chaplains and staff 

of the Centre for 

Multicultural  

Pastoral Care.  The 

group held their 

meeting (4th of 6 

bi-monthly) at the 

Sacred Heart 

Centre in Runcorn.   

Heartfelt thanks to Chaplain, Fr Albert Chan MSC, and 

Community who made us all feel comfortable and shared 

with us a sumptuous Chinese feast.  [For more information 

on the Chinese Catholic Community Brisbane, please visit 

the CCCB website https://www.cccbrisbane.org.au/   

  Community Chaplains Group  |  A taste of Chinese hospitality  

The April Meeting also included a brief presentation on 

awareness and prevention of human trafficking (including forced 

marriage) by ACRATH's Sr Janine Bliss. 

  Community Chaplains Group  |  A taste of Chinese hospitality  

https://www.cccbrisbane.org.au/
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American community, 

a Croatian folkloric 

dance by a group of 

children and adults, a 

traditional Indonesian 

dance called Gemu 

Famire and an 

impromptu traditional 

Iraqi Syriac dance which was enjoyed 

by all. 

 

Pack up time for the Multicultural 

Mass and celebrations in the 

Cathedral is always set strictly at 5pm.  

Two and a half hours is always never 

enough for the many people, including 

the organisers, who absolutely enjoy 

this once-a-year event in the 

Cathedral precinct.  Perhaps the 

possibility of a multicultural 

pilgrimage to the Marian Valley could 

be explored.  This is the place where 

various cultural communities have 

built their Marian shrines and where 

they practice and experience their 

own cultural expressions of faith. 

 

The contributions of all who worked 

‘behind the scenes’ and ‘on the 

scene’ during Multicultural Mass 

celebrations are deeply 

acknowledged.  Until the next 

Multicultural Mass.  Peace and 

blessings to everyone. 

 

Percy Pamo Lawrence 

Cultural and Administration Support 
[More photos on CMPC Facebook and website] 

(Continued from page 3) 

Subscribe online to What’s Up? Newsletter.  
http://www.multiculturalcare.org.au click on the ‘newsletter’ tab 

 Centre for Multicultural Pastoral Care 
194 Charlotte Street 
GPO Box 282   BRISBANE   QLD  4001 

“Far too often we have not 

made our welcome as sincere 

as it should have been. We 

have questioned you and 

made you to feel that you are 

not one of us. As a broader 

community we have even 

feared your presence and 

closed our eyes to your gifts. 

Please forgive us and please 

help us to understand the 

treasure that you bring to 

Australia and our church.” 

Bishop Ken Howell DD   

Archdiocese of Brisbane   
Bishop Ken delivers his homily. 

https://www.facebook.com/multiculturalpastoralcare/
http://multiculturalcare.org.au/
http://www.multiculturalcare.org.au/asp/index.asp?pgid=11667

