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Due to implementation of the 

Evangelisation Brisbane Strategic 

Plan 2020-2024 resulting in a 

reduction in administrative 

supports, the position of Cultural 

and Administration Support Officer 

was recently made redundant. 

Percy Pamo Lawrence ended 

employment with the Archdiocese 

of Brisbane (Multicultural Pastoral 

Care) on Friday, 4 December 

2020. 

 

For matters concerning 

multicultural pastoral care in the 

Archdiocese of Brisbane, contact 

Eric Robinson, Associate Director 

of Evangelisation Brisbane’s 

Inclusion Team (see What’s Up? 

September issue) or Jessica 

Laidler, Inclusion Project Officer 

(formerly Multicultural Projects & 

Research Officer) on 3324 3440. 

In the spirit of reconciliation, Multicultural Pastoral Care in the Archdiocese of Brisbane acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of country 
throughout Australia and their connections to land, sea and community. We pay our respect to their elders past and present  

and extend that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples today. 

What’s Up? is a newsletter of the Centre for Multicultural Pastoral Care. It provides A GLIMPSE of recent, current and 
forthcoming events in multicultural and cross cultural pastoral care in the Archdiocese of 
Brisbane and beyond.   P: (07) 3324 3451 | E: cmpc@bne.catholic.net.au 
www.multiculturalcare.org.au 

Multicultural Pastoral Care STAFF UPDATE 

FINAL ISSUE on 23rd year 

As the year draws to a close (and a 

very strange year we had, indeed), 

the staff of Multicultural Pastoral 

Care Evangelisation Brisbane 

celebrate the resiliency, creativity 

and generosity of all Australians as 

we all waded through the challenges 

presented by COVID19. 

On Thursday, 3 December, 

Chaplains of various cultural 

communities in the Archdiocese of 

Brisbane regrouped for their last 

meeting for 2020. 

At the meeting, Archbishop Mark 

Coleridge gave an insightful message 

(Continued on page 2) 

Cultural Community Chaplains are re-energised by the presence of Archbishop Mark Coleridge at their December meeting and 

Christmas Lunch: From left: Fr Albert Chan MSC (Chinese Catholic Community), Eric Robinson and Jessica Laidler (Inclusion Team), 

Fr Prema Kumar (Syro Malankara Catholic Community), Fr Gregory Gawel SChr (Polish Catholic Community), Fr Stephen Kumyangi 

(Sudanese & South Sudanese St Bakhita Catholic Community), Rev Dcn Peter Pellicaan (Evangelisation Brisbane), Fr Martinus 

Situmorang OFMCap (standing between Indonesian Community leaders -- Ricky Setiawan Naliman and Anetta Amin), Fr Abraham 

Kazhunnadiyil (St Thomas Syro Malabar Catholic Parish), Percy Pamo Lawrence (Multicultural Pastoral Care), Archbishop Mark 

Coleridge, Fr Elie Francis (St Clement's Melkite Catholic Parish), Fr Fadi Salame (St Maroun's Maronite Catholic Parish), Fr Noor 

Alcasmousa (Syriac Catholic Community), Fr Dalish Mathew (Syro Malabar Knanaya Catholic Mission) and Fr Varghese Vavolil (Syro 

Malabar Ipswich Gold Coast Catholic Mission). [More on https://www.facebook.com/multiculturalpastoralcare] 

 CULTURAL COMMUNITY CHAPLAINS REGROUP 

https://www.facebook.com/multiculturalpastoralcare
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Cultural Community Chaplains Group :  Updates 

Alain (left) and Fr Stephen 

Many thanks to Fr Gregory Gawel 

SChr for providing welcome and 

hospitality as host of the 8 October 

meeting of Chaplains from various 

cultural communities in the Brisbane. 

 

Fr Gregory is Chaplain of the Polish 

Catholic Community and Parish Priest 

of Our Lady of Victories Parish in 

Bowen Hills. 

 

At their meeting, the Chaplains 

welcomed guest Alain Pitot, Head of 

Brisbane Catholic Education's Catholic 

Identity office who gave a brief  

presentation on the current state of 

Catholic Education in Brisbane. Alain 

answered some of the Chaplains’ 

questions afterwards. Following 

tradition (and social distancing), 

meeting attendees enjoyed a 

sumptuous Polish lunch. 

Polish hospitality delights Chaplains at October meeting 

about the remarkable spiritual energy found in cultural 

communities in the archdiocese today. The Archbishop 

also encouraged the Chaplains to continue guiding their 

communities as they integrate into the Australian church. 

Citing St Francis Xavier who lived during a time of 

turmoil in the 16th century, the Archbishop said we also 

live in a time of challenges, questions and problems that 

may never be solved. 

"What do we do to become more missionary in this 

time of turmoil?" the Archbishop asked. 

Like St Francis Xavier who did not retreat behind closed 

walls but instead spread the Good News from Rome out 

towards South Asia and the Far East, the Archbishop said 

we are called not to turn inwards but instead become a 

church that is creative in new ways of mission. 

After the meeting, the Chaplains, Archbishop Mark and 

the MPC/EB staff enjoyed a sumptuous Christmas and 

End-of-Year lunch served by St Leo's Catering. 

It was also this gathering that marked the end of my 25 

years of service as an employee of the Archdiocese of 

Brisbane. I am grateful to the Archdiocese, the 

Chaplains, the community leaders and contacts who 

have walked with me in my migrant journeys in 

Australia. 

My appreciation also goes to Evangelisation Brisbane 

staff for their support over the years. I really didn't 

expect the flowers, presents and well wishes as I just 

wanted to quietly slip away. I thank the EB leadership 

for showing me the path to a multitude of 

opportunities. 

It was also a sweet surprise to receive on this day a 

ceremonial gift (an Indonesian shawl) from the Chaplain 

and leadership of the Indonesian Catholic Family whose 

membership also celebrated their silver anniversary this 

year (celebrations postponed to 2021 due to COVID19). 

Thank you Fr Martinus Situmorang and ICF! Peace and 

blessings to all.   - Percy Pamo Lawrence 

(Continued from page 1) 

Indonesian Catholic Family representatives Ricky (left), Fr Martinus 

(Chaplain) and Anetta (right) surprise Percy with a  farewell present. 
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Updates: Catholic Cultural Communities 

From around a thousand to about 

a hundred. COVID19 certainly 

affected many events this year, 

including the Archdiocesan 

Multicultural Mass. 

 

This year of COVID19, there was a 

temporary break from the usual 

features of past Multicultural 

Mass gatherings. There was an 

absence of the usual variety of 

choirs that make this yearly 

celebration a distinctively joyful 

and lively gathering of Australians 

from various cultural and linguistic 

background. Mass was not 

followed by the usual large-scale 

community sharing of food and 

entertainment was cancelled. 

 

Because of social distancing 

measures, Multicultural Mass was 

made available online to enable 

more people to able to attend 'in 

spirit'. The outcome was a 

wonderful and meaningful 

celebration of unity in diversity and 

faith in one God. 

 

The staff of Multicultural Pastoral 

Care appreciate the generosity, 

cooperation and patience of 

cultural communities, their 

chaplains and leaders, Archbishop 

Mark Coleridge and archdiocesan 

agencies for assisting in making 

this gathering safe for everyone. 

Many thanks to all who attended, 

physically, in the Cathedral, and 

those who joined via livestream. A 

recorded version is available on 

the Archdiocese of Brisbane 

YouTube https://youtu.be/

j6Yty7AUnVw 

https://www.youtube.com/user/

CatholicBrisbane 

Multicultural Mass is an 

opportunity to celebrate 

Australia’s cultural diversity and 

the immense possibilities that this 

richness brings to the life and faith 

of local church communities and 

wider societies. The Mass is held 

in observance of the annual World 

Day of Migrants and Refugees (27 

September) and National Migrant 

and Refugee Week (21-27 

September). Please scroll further 

below for more Pope Francis' video 

reflections on WDMR.         (Percy) 

ARCHDIOCESAN MULTICULTURAL MASS 2020 

Cultures Gather In Spirit 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2Fj6Yty7AUnVw%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0JdinLALYnd5qD1Lr9FfBCJByWCrkPVIBgcGzuoK_IKKynbr0LMF4GDWg&h=AT1tVi8EC639SCKSBkgyheWIpMWCZpk5yVjHDKfysBv7eY5psAgrJa7ElQBwxBtp5ob0RXPDQLZGuWCwlq2xZog-hm1dHQjxwvSuVz8ImQQDcSvDUR9P
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2Fj6Yty7AUnVw%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0JdinLALYnd5qD1Lr9FfBCJByWCrkPVIBgcGzuoK_IKKynbr0LMF4GDWg&h=AT1tVi8EC639SCKSBkgyheWIpMWCZpk5yVjHDKfysBv7eY5psAgrJa7ElQBwxBtp5ob0RXPDQLZGuWCwlq2xZog-hm1dHQjxwvSuVz8ImQQDcSvDUR9P
https://www.youtube.com/user/CatholicBrisbane?fbclid=IwAR0KEnWXJxA_R7bQ11xoWJKkElJ6da1AsR1g2tvXbbt9Kp1SyTVV8JtPyPg
https://www.youtube.com/user/CatholicBrisbane?fbclid=IwAR0KEnWXJxA_R7bQ11xoWJKkElJ6da1AsR1g2tvXbbt9Kp1SyTVV8JtPyPg
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Chinese Community 
Runcorn 

Sacred Heart Centre – 80 Nemies Road, Runcorn (3133 

3000) 

24 December 7:00pm (Family Mass in English; Carols at 

7:30pm)  

25 December 10.30am (Mass in Cantonese, Mandarin 

and English) 

Chaplain:  Fr. Albert Chan, MSC 

Mass bookings: https://www.english.cccbrisbane.org.au/ 

  

Croatian Community 
Salisbury 

Croatian Catholic Centre, 85 Henson Road 

24 December, 12 midnight 

25 December, 9:00 am  

Gold Coast (check with Fr Davor) 

Croatian Sports Club, 181 Broadbeach-Nerang Road, 

Carrara (Gold Coast) 

25 December, 11:30 am 

Chaplain: Fr Davor Dominovic OFM (3700 4300; 0431 

632 520) 

https://www.facebook.com/

hrvatskikatolicki.centarbrisbane.5 

  

Filipino Community 

No Chaplain 

Parish-based ‘Simbang Gabi’ (Dawn Mass) [9-day Novena 

Masses in preparation for Christmas) 

15 to 23 December, 7:30pm (6:45pm Holy Rosary, 

7:00pm carols) Our Lady Queen of Apostles Church, 70 

Appleby Road, Stafford 

Mass bookings: https://

simbanggabi2020.eventbrite.com.au no later than 72 

hours before the date. 

Further Info: Jima 0432 374 239; Zara 0487 435315 (The 

Catholic Filipino-Australian Community of Brisbane North) 

or visit Friends of Catholic Filipino Community in the 

Archdiocese of Brisbane Facebook page. 

 

16 to 24 December, 4:30am – Our Lady of Fatima 

Church, 350 Mortimer Rd, Acacia Ridge 

Mass bookings: Click here or visit Friends of Catholic 

Filipino Community in the Archdiocese of Brisbane 

facebook page. 

 

16 – 24 December 5:30am – Holy Spirit Church, 16 

Villiers St New Farm 

24 December 5:30am (with carols) – Holy Spirit Church, 

16 Villiers St New Farm (Archbishop M Coleridge) 

Mass bookings: contact the Holy Spirit Parish or phone 

3358 3744 

 

15 – 23 December 6:00am – Our Lady of the Southern 

Cross Church, 58 Opperman Drive, Springfield Lakes 

Mass bookings: Check parish website / Facebook phone 

3324 3900. 

15 – 23 December, 7:00pm - St James’ Church, 165 Old 

Cleveland Road, Coorparoo 

Mass bookings: Check parish website / Facebook or phone 

3397 1671. 

 

24 December - Living Waters Caboolture Parish (please 

phone parish to register for Simbang Gabi Filipino Mass) 

24 December - 5:00am - Stella Maris Church,2 to 10 

Church St, Maroochydore 

Mass bookings: Book Christmas Mass - Stella Maris 

Maroochydore (saintsonwaves.com.au) 

  

Indonesian Community 
Dutton Park 

St Ita’s Church, 247 Gladstone Road, Dutton Park 

24 December, 7:30 pm & 11:30 pm 

25 December, 10:30 am 

1 January, 5:00 pm 

Chaplain: Fr. Martinus Situmorang, OFM Cap 

Mass bookings: http://icfbrisbane.com/ 

  

Italian Community 
Carina 

Our Lady of Graces Church – 100 Mayfield Road, Carina 

25 December, 10:30am 

Mass bookings: Contact Vito 3398 5738 http://

www.carinacatholicparish.org.au/christmas.html 

  

Wooloowin (3357 5793) 

Holy Cross Church – 28 Chalk St, Lutwyche 

25 December, 7:00am & 8:00am  

Chaplain:  Fr Angelo Cagna CS  

  

Latin American Community 

New Farm 

Holy Spirit Church – 16 Villiers Street, New Farm 

24 December, 9:00pm 

Chaplain:  Fr. Ignacio ‘Nacho’ Gutierrez CS 

Mass bookings: Visit the Latin American Community 

Facebook page or website. 

  

 

 

Christmas Mass Times - Catholic Cultural Communities 

http://multiculturalcare.org.au/diversity/chinese-catholic-community/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/parish/our-lady-of-lourdes-sunnybank/
https://www.english.cccbrisbane.org.au/
http://multiculturalcare.org.au/diversity/croatian-catholic-community/
https://www.hkcbrisbane.com/
https://www.hkcbrisbane.com/
https://www.facebook.com/hrvatskikatolicki.centarbrisbane.5
https://www.facebook.com/hrvatskikatolicki.centarbrisbane.5
http://multiculturalcare.org.au/diversity/filipino-catholic-community/
https://www.staffordcatholicparish.org.au/
https://simbanggabi2020.eventbrite.com.au
https://simbanggabi2020.eventbrite.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/groups/464155087072068
https://www.facebook.com/groups/464155087072068
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/mass-centre/our-lady-of-fatima-church-acacia-ridge/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/simbang-gabi-at-our-lady-of-fatima-parish-tickets-130650245401?aff=esfb&utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-source=fb&utm-term=checkoutwidget&fbclid=IwAR0KKE3C2E6h5o1vKufoBFXKMt8ctRmN4SvY2cAauf84
https://www.facebook.com/groups/464155087072068
https://www.facebook.com/groups/464155087072068
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/mass-centre/holy-spirit-church-new-farm/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/mass-centre/holy-spirit-church-new-farm/
https://www.holyspiritparish.com.au/standard-mass-times
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/parish/our-lady-of-the-southern-cross-springfield/
http://olscparish.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/ourladyofthesoutherncrossparish/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/parish/st-james-coorparoo/
https://www.stjames-coorparoo.org.au/index.html?fbclid=IwAR1HYvxmurBv68GJKvxdcZONS3URrjGM_WO4jP9bvRbdAxZBwY2Frn-rEis
https://www.facebook.com/stjamescoorparoo
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/mass-centre/st-peters-church-caboolture/
https://www.cabooltureparish.org.au/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/mass-centre/stella-maris-church-maroochydore/
https://www.saintsonwaves.com.au/MassTimes/ChristmasMasses-357/Maroochydore-529/
https://www.saintsonwaves.com.au/MassTimes/ChristmasMasses-357/Maroochydore-529/
http://multiculturalcare.org.au/diversity/indonesian-catholic-community/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/mass-centre/st-itas-church-dutton-park/
http://icfbrisbane.com/
http://multiculturalcare.org.au/diversity/italian-catholic-community/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/mass-centre/our-lady-of-graces-church-carina/
http://www.carinacatholicparish.org.au/christmas.html
http://www.carinacatholicparish.org.au/christmas.html
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/parish/holy-cross-wooloowin/
http://multiculturalcare.org.au/diversity/latin-american-catholic-community/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/parish/holy-spirit-new-farm/
https://www.facebook.com/CCLBrisbane
https://www.catolicosbrisbane.org.au/?fbclid=IwAR1banFO77jkkkim7nk-gXmAgi7s3E3NLhvYlVr_955nJ4P02Afo3wJN_J4
http://multiculturalcare.org.au/diversity/christmas-mass-times-2020-catholic-cultural-communities/
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Catholic Cultural Communities - Christmas Mass Times 

Maronite Community 
Greenslopes 

St Maroun’s Church – 29 Bunya St, Greenslopes 

24 December, 11:00pm 

25 December, 9.00am & 11:00am 

Parish Priest:  Fr. Fadi Salame 

https://www.facebook.com/stmaroun.brisbane 

  

Melkite Community 
South Brisbane 

St Clement’s Church – 74 Ernest St, South Brisbane 

19 December, 6:30pm - Kids Christmas Day and 

Christmas carol 

24 December, 7:00pm - Christmas Eve Mass (livestream) 

25 December, 10:00am - Christmas Day Mass 

(livestream) 

Parish Priest:  Fr. Elie Francis 

https://www.facebook.com/St-Clements-Melkite-Catholic-

Church-South-Brisbane-109871277367021 

  

Polish Community 
Bowen Hills 

Our Lady of Victories Church – 1 Roche Avenue, Bowen 

Hills 

23 December, 7am (English) 

24 December, 7:00am (English) 

25 December, Midnight 

Mass (Polish), 8am (English), 9:30am (Polish) 

26 December, 8:00am (English), 9:30am (Polish) 

28 December, 7:00pm Carols by Candlelight 

30 December, 7:00am (English) 

31 December, 7:00am (English), 4:00pm (Polish) 

1 January, 8:00am (English), 9:30am (Polish) 

Clear Island Waters (Gold Coast) 

Sacred Heart Church – 50 Fairway Drive, Clear Island 

Waters 

25 December, 12.00nn 

26 December, 12.00nn 

Parish Priest/Chaplain: Fr Grzegorz Gawel SChr 

https://www.facebook.com/bowenhillsparish/ 

  

St Bakhita Sudanese & South Sudanese 

Community 
Tarragindi 

St John Fisher’s  – 17 Messines Ridge Road, Tarragindi 

25 December, 11:00am 

1 January, 11:00am  

Chaplain:  Fr Stephen Kumyangi 

St Bakhita Pastoral Council Brisbane 

  

Syriac Catholic Community 
Woodridge 

St Paul’s Church – 3 St Paul’s Drive, Woodridge 

24 December, 4pm prayers, 7:00pm Mass 

Zillmere 

Holy Spirit Church – 102 Sparkes Road, Bray Park 

26 December, 11:00am 

Bray Park 

Holy Spirit Church – 102 Sparkes Road, Bray Park 

26 December, 11:00am 

Mass bookings/queries: Syriac Catholic Church Brisbane 

Facebook page 

Chaplain:  Fr Noor Alcasmousa 

  

Syro Malabar Indian Community  
St Alphonsa Syro Malabar Parish 

St John’s Church – 688 Nudgee Road, Northgate 

Parish Priest:  Fr Saji Valiyaveettil 

Please check with parish https://

stalphonsaparishbrisbane.org.au/ 

 

St Thomas Syro Malabar Parish 

St Thomas Church – 108 Middle Road, Hillcrest 

24 December, 8:00pm 

25 December, 9:00am 

Our Lady of the Southern Cross – 58 Opperman 

Drive, Springfield Lakes 

24 December, 4:30pm 

Parish Priest:  Fr Abraham Kazhunadiyil 

Mass registration: http://

www.syromalabarbrisbanesouth.org.au/ 

 

Ave Maria Syro Malabar Mission Ipswich and Mary 

Martha Syro Malabar Mission Gold Coast 

Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal Church – 33A 

Robertson Road, Eastern Heights 

24 December, 5:30pm 

St Brigid’s Church – 39-49 McLaren Road, Nerang 

24 December, 8:30pm 

Chaplain:  Fr Varghese Vavolil 

 

Holy Family Knanaya Catholic Mission  

Pius X Catholic Church – 69 Golda Ave, Salisbury 

24 December, 4:30pm and 10:30pm 

25 December, 11:00am 

Chaplain:  Fr Dalish Mathew 

https://syromalabar.org.au/holy-family-knanaya-

catholic-mission-brisbane/ 

  

Ukrainian Community 
Woolloongabba 

Protection of the Mother of God Church – 36 Broadway 

Street, Woolloongabba 

See Order of Christmas Services 2020 

Parish Priest:  Fr. Stefan Sapun 

  

Vietnamese Catholic Community  
Inala 

All masses will be live-streamed on the community’s 

Facebook and YouTube pages.  

St Mark’s Church – Cnr Lilac St and Eucalypt St, Inala 

24 December, 7:30pm 

25 December, 9:00 am & 11:00am 

Chaplain: Fr Joseph Vu SVD  

http://multiculturalcare.org.au/diversity/christmas-mass-times-2020-catholic-cultural-communities/
http://multiculturalcare.org.au/diversity/maronite-catholic-community/
http://www.maronite.org.au/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=151&Itemid=873
https://www.facebook.com/stmaroun.brisbane
http://multiculturalcare.org.au/diversity/melkite-catholic-community/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/mass-centre/st-clements-church-melkite-rite-south-brisbane/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Clements-Melkite-Catholic-Church-South-Brisbane-109871277367021
https://www.facebook.com/St-Clements-Melkite-Catholic-Church-South-Brisbane-109871277367021
http://multiculturalcare.org.au/diversity/polish-catholic-community/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/mass-centre/our-lady-of-victories-church-bowen-hills/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/mass-centre/sacred-heart-church-clear-island-waters/
https://www.facebook.com/bowenhillsparish/
http://multiculturalcare.org.au/diversity/south-sudanese-catholic-community/
http://multiculturalcare.org.au/diversity/south-sudanese-catholic-community/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/mass-centre/st-john-fisher-church-tarragindi/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Bakhita-Pastoral-Council-Brisbane-148234115377774/?fref=ts
http://multiculturalcare.org.au/diversity/other-catholic-community/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/mass-centre/st-pauls-church-woodridge/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/parish/st-flannans-zillmere/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/mass-centre/holy-spirit-church-bray-park/
https://www.facebook.com/SYRIAC.CATHOLIC.IN.BRISBANE.2017
https://www.facebook.com/SYRIAC.CATHOLIC.IN.BRISBANE.2017
http://multiculturalcare.org.au/diversity/syro-malabar-catholic-community/
https://stalphonsaparishbrisbane.org.au/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/mass-centre/st-johns-church-northgate/
https://stalphonsaparishbrisbane.org.au/
https://stalphonsaparishbrisbane.org.au/
https://stalphonsaparishbrisbane.org.au/
http://www.syromalabarbrisbanesouth.org.au/
http://multiculturalcare.org.au/diversity/christmas-mass-times-2020-catholic-cultural-communities/3324%203900
http://www.syromalabarbrisbanesouth.org.au/
http://www.syromalabarbrisbanesouth.org.au/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/parish/st-marys-ipswich/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/parish/st-brigids-nerang/
https://syromalabar.org.au/holy-family-knanaya-catholic-mission-brisbane/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/mass-centre/st-pius-x-church-salisbury/
https://syromalabar.org.au/holy-family-knanaya-catholic-mission-brisbane/
https://syromalabar.org.au/holy-family-knanaya-catholic-mission-brisbane/
http://multiculturalcare.org.au/diversity/ukrainian-catholic-community/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/parish/protection-of-the-mother-of-god-woolloongabba/
https://catholicukes.org.au/parishes/brisbane/?fbclid=IwAR3y-BfNszHbxJXv56mRatrPgkZy6waBqnEfpGRxUBs5_WTMsKG4akFphFI
http://multiculturalcare.org.au/diversity/vietnamese-catholic-community/
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/parishes-mass-times/parish/st-marks-inala/
https://www.facebook.com/cdcgvnb
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjjEKVxkMbPl8LZaAWF5GaA
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Celebrating Mass Among the Unwelcome 

A Christmas day celebration at a 

detention centre provides an 

insight into the difficult lives of 

asylum seekers in Australia. 

We are running late. There are strict 

instructions from security: ‘You have 

1 hour: 3 to 4pm.’ 

But we are late. At the reception desk 

it takes time to process visitors. One 

of the group has her name missing 

from the authorised list. 

The manager comes out from his 

office. ‘Her name is not on the list, 

see for yourself.’ 

The manager calms down once he 

sees an email from my phone with 

the name on the list that was given to 

them. 

‘That’s alright. Now, what about the 

food?’ he asks. 

‘Yes, there it is on the bench’, I say. 

‘But, there is no permission for you to 

bring it in.’ 

‘It’s Christmas day and we are visiting 

our friends, how could we come 

without food?’ 

‘Alright, just this once you can bring it 

in’, he says. ‘Remember you have to 

be finished by 4pm.’ 

Sitting behind the reception desk is a 

very tall man. He is in riot gear, and it 

wouldn’t surprise us if he is wearing a 

gun. My thought: Surely he’s not here 

to be our security officer? As it turns 

out, he is. 

Wherever we go, he comes along, 

finally sitting behind the tiny group of 

Christians celebrating the Mass on 

Christmas Day. Is it to intimidate us? 

There is, as well, another officer, who 

stands by the door, making sure only 

those whose names that are on his 

list come in. Are we such a subversive 

group that we need this kind of 

supervision? Not even in prison is 

there such surveillance. 

There aren’t many residents at the 

Mass. It is celebrated in a classroom 

because there is no room anywhere 

else. Just like the Gospel story. The 

symbolism is not 

lost on us. 

Aren’t there more 

to come?’ I ask the 

guard at the door. 

‘Yes’, he says, ‘but 

they decided not to 

come.’ 

I decide not to 

believe him. It’s 

happened before 

and I know from 

other occasions 

that those waiting 

to come wait in 

vain for an officer 

to escort them to the Mass. 

We tell the story of the birth of Jesus 

in English, Vietnamese, Tamil. For 

those in this place of detention it is a 

message of hope. Mass ends, the 

visitors set out the generous supply of 

food. The young ones have made sure 

that the food is what the residents 

like. They had travelled far to buy food 

appropriate for those who come. 

The tall guard sidles up to me. ‘You 

have 5 minutes’, he says. 

I repeat the message to the gathering 

knowing that 5 minutes will be more 

like 15 by the time the food is shared. 

The tall man is not finished. ‘This 

place has to have discipline or all falls 

apart and if it is a 4pm finish then it is 

a 4pm finish. The place has to run on 

rules and those rules have to be 

enforced. And there are good reasons 

for this policy. You’ – meaning me 

and my small number of helpers – 

‘have no idea of what really happens 

here.’ 

I think he is trying to justify the policy 

of treating the residents as criminals 

when none have been charged by the 

law enforcement people. 

No one is concerned about the time it 

takes to eat the meal of hospitality, 
(Continued on page 8) 

“No one is concerned about the time it 

takes to eat the meal of hospitality, 

except the tall man and his offsider. 

There is a pregnant detainee among us, 

and she is determined to have her share 

of the food, which is the kind she really 

likes. I remind the guards, again, that it is 

Christmas day, a most special time for 

the Christian people.” 
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What’s On and Around: Events and Resources 

Join the Ignatian Solidarity 

Network in the U.S. in a daily 

virtual experience of music, art, 

prayer, reflection, and action as 

we journey with the holy family 

and migrants around the world 

in search of shelter and 

protection. 

 

Posadas is a form of novena — 

nine days of devotional prayer 

leading to Christmas Day 

celebrated by countries in Latin America and the 

Latin American diasporas around the world.  

 

Each day, from December 16-24, participants will 

receive, via text or email, a short video with an 

opening Posadas song, prayer, and a learning or 

reflection activity. Hear from parishes and 

organisations in the US about welcoming people 

seeking asylum.  Learn about the reality on the U.S.-

Mexico border and root causes of migration, engage 

in interactive activities, and a few other worthwhile 

initiatives that present a deeper meaning of 

Christmas.  

 

GSR in the Classroom shines light 

on the mission and ministry of 

Catholic women religious around 

the world. 

 

Each lesson connects articles 

about sisters or columns written 

by sisters to the good news found 

in scripture and church teaching. 

Migration and human trafficking 

are among the lessons listed. 

 

Action ideas and compelling 

prayer bring new learning alive. 

Teacher guides provide vital 

context and engaging activities to 

launch group discussions. 

 

 

GSR in the classroom resources 

are free and can be used for 

retreats and other youth ministry 

settings. https://

www.globalsistersreport.org/

classroom/topics  

 

Global Sisters Report is an 

independent, non-profit source of 

news and information about 

Catholic sisters and the critical 

issues facing the people they 

serve. Our network of journalists 

report about their lives and works, 

and sisters write commentary from 

their perspective. 

 

Follow the Global Sisters Report 

on social media: Facebook.com/

SistersReport 

Twitter.com/SistersReport 

Instagram.com/SistersReport 

2020 DATE CLAIMERS 

21 March 
International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 

Harmony Day (Australia) 

20 June World Refugee Day 

27 September 
World Day for Migrants and Refugees 

Archdiocesan Multicultural Mass (Cathedral of St Stephen, Brisbane 2:30pm) 

18 December International Migrants Day 

VIRTUAL POSADAS 

 GSR In the Classroom 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/5FhmCQnMqvhw2xpf5OF3i?domain=ncronline.us8.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/5FhmCQnMqvhw2xpf5OF3i?domain=ncronline.us8.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/R6tHCRONrwf3MV1irUOJJ?domain=ncronline.us8.list-manage.com
https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/R6tHCRONrwf3MV1irUOJJ?domain=ncronline.us8.list-manage.com
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/classroom/topics
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/classroom/topics
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/classroom/topics
http://www.facebook.com/sistersreport
http://www.facebook.com/sistersreport
http://www.twitter.com/sistersreport
http://www.instagram.com/sistersreport
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A couple of months ago, I was one of those in 
Evangelisation Brisbane who were informed 
that our positions were to be made redundant. 
There were a number of options to choose 
from, and I am thankful to have had enough 
time to think, pray, and go through the motions 
of grief. Without sounding too dramatic, I must 
say, this transition into the unknown felt like a 
seismic shift followed by a series of 

earthquakes. 

While I still have 13 years to go before 
retirement, I figured, I have been of service to 
the Archdiocese of Brisbane for 25 years and 
have contributed much in my own small ways. 
Whether it was serendipity or God’s grace 
that brought me in this workplace, it is with trust 

in God’s love and guidance that I now leave. 

So on Wednesday, 2 December, I joined five 
others who were also finishing employment this 
year (redundancy, retirement, end of contract), 
in receiving a fitting farewell during our office 
Christmas and end-of-year office gathering. 
Many thanks to our leadership and colleagues. 
I appreciate the warmth, kind words, flowers, 

cards, presents and well wishes. 

The following day, on 3 December 2020, I 
looked after the meeting notes (and a few 
other preparatory things) at the Cultural 
Community Chaplains Meeting one last time -- 

a routine that I did six times a year in the last 25 years. 

I am honoured by Archbishop Mark Coleridge's 
affirmation of my contribution to the Archdiocese. (I 
really don't think I did that much....) I also appreciate the 
kind words and well wishes of the Chaplains who were 
present at this gathering, many of whom are new; and I 
have met and known many Chaplains and Sisters 
Religious over the years who have moved on to their 
next ministry, or to eternal life (RIP). The messages and 
well wishes I received from my cultural community 

contacts made me feel so much valued.  

This newsletter’s December issue will be the last after 23 

years in circulation. What’s Up? reflects the history of 
multicultural pastoral care in the Archdiocese of 
Brisbane. Digital copies have been submitted to the 

State Library of Queensland. 

A new form of communication that would highlight 
matters relating to inclusion in the Archdiocese may be in 
the offing. What’s Up? newsletter subscribers list will 
eventually be transferred to the new Inclusion mailing 
list. Those who do not wish to receive this new 

communication may wish to unsubscribe. 

My sincere thanks to everyone. Goodbye, and my every 

best wishes to all.     - Percy Pamo Lawrence 

except the tall man and his offsider. 

There is a pregnant detainee among 

us, and she is determined to have her 

share of the food, which is the kind 

she really likes. I remind the guards, 

again, that it is Christmas day, a most 

special time for the Christian people. 

We are not allowed to leave gifts and 

food. What is left over has to be taken 

away. A Sister of Charity leaves before 

Mass ends, because she feels so put 

upon by the officers. 

We are hustled out of the room and 

led over to the visitors’ space from 

where we are to make our exit. As we 

arrive in the room a few of the 

residents get up from their seats and 

come over. We greet each other as it 

is Christmas day and we have 

concluded the ritual of mystery and 

now we want to share our joy with the 

world. The door of exit remains open, 

held by an officer, impatient to get us 

out of there. 

Apart from me the others in our group 

are young. One has only arrived in 

Melbourne from the UK a few days 

earlier. I see tears in her eyes, 

shocked and saddened by the 

experience. 

The Church loves to sing ‘Joy to the 

world’ at this time of year. But those 

words are difficult to hear in this place 

of the scattered peoples of the earth. 

- Fr Michael Carrucan (2017) 

Reprinted with permission from 

Pray.com.au  

(Continued from page 6) 

Let’s call it a day 

https://www.pray.com.au/celebrating-mass-among-the-unwelcome/

